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TN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application. An identifier indicating the status of each claim is provided. 

Tistin pof Claims 

1 , (Currently Amended) An information providing apparatus comprising: 
in p ut mcanG input with imago data roprooonting a plurality of imago in timo aorioc 
from one of a plurality of imag e data sourc es? 

image generation means for generating a plurality of images which are sequential 
and arranged spirally, based on th einput image data4np*fc, and for generating the plurality of 
images such that an image at a second time point is larger than an image at a first time point 7 
among th e plurality of images whioh aro ooquential and orrangod spirally ; 

image display means for displaying the plurality of images generated, 
independent of #iean image data source; 

focus setting means for setting a focus on an image positioned at an area 
surrounded by a frame, among the plurality of images displayed^ 

wherein said image is enlarged until a n image becomes equal to Or larger 
than a predete rmined vahi c which renders the imag e gradually transparent in view of said 
plurality of images displayed ; and 

selection means for selecting an image set by the focus setting means, 

independent of the image data source; 

wherein the plurality of images are index images which are respectively 
selected from scenes of one program, and the image display means displays the program of the 
selected index image[[JL 
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w l m i du u a u ui i u ui n n f f hu u u ag L, a r o nw tiflu d i u U i< u t u I lm i mn c n nrt 
by tho focus sotting means: 

2. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
the first point is a future time point with respect to the second time point, and 
the image generation means makes the image display means display the plurality 
of images such that the image at the first time point is situated in a more inner circumferential 
side of a spiral constructed by the plurality of images than the image at the second time point, 
among the plurality of images arranged spirally. 

3. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the 
image generation means makes the image display means display the plurality of images such that 
the image at the first time point is displayed more faded than the image at the second time point, 
among the plurality of images arranged spirally. 

4. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the 
image generation means makes a frame having a predetermined size he displayed at a 
predetermined position on the image display means, and moves the plurality of images spirally 
displayed, with respect to the frame, in response to input operation of an operation input 

5 . (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the 
image generation means moves the plurality of images arranged spirally, in a radial direction of a 
spiral constructed by the plurality of images. 

4 of 14 00369463 

PAGE 6/16 * RCVD AT 6/7/2006 3:54:34 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/43 * DNISOTOO ' CSID:12125880500 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-26 



FROMMER LAWRENCE HAUG + PTO 



H007 



PATENT 

U.S. Patent Application No- 09/601,150 450101-02197 
Reply to Office Action dated March 7, 2006 

6. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the 
image generation means moves the plurality of image spirally arranged, in a substantially 
circumferential direction of a spiral constructed by the plurality of images. 



7. (Canceled) 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the 
image display means generates a background image which radially spreads from a center of a 
spiral constructed by the plurality of images, and makes the image display means display the 
background image. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) An information providing method comprising: 
an input stop of bfl i ng input wit h i m ago data ropros mil ium a p lui ulity n f i mn C e i n 
ti mo oories from ono of a plurality of i mago data pon ropn -, 

an image generation step of generating aplurality of images which are sequential 
and arranged spirally, based on ^mput image data^pat, and of generating the plurality of 
images such that an image at a second time point is larger than an image at a first time point, 

among fooplmality of images w l ii J i o iu ^ 1 1 irnngod npimlly, 

an image display step of displaying the plurality of images generated, on image 
display means, independent of tiaean image data source; 
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a focus setting step of setting a focus on an image positioned at an area 
surrounded by a frame, among the plurality of images displayed, 

^wpi-ty image until ™»r° become ffffial to or larger than a 
^e^ined valu e ***** Anders the h we rradoall y t ransput in viow of mid plurality of 

imap es displayed ; and 

a selection step of selecting an image set by the focus setting means, independent 

of the image data source; 

wherein the plurality of images arc index images which are respectively selected 
from scenes of one program, and the image display means displays the program of the selected 
index image[[,]]. 

wli uu in ono or mo m u f ttio imng n n mu lu u difiod rela t iv e lu U n iimj j P ^ *Y A " 
fooua sotting monn'i 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 10, wherein 
the first point is a future time point with respect to the second time point, and 
in the image generation step, the plurality of images are displayed such that the 
image at the first time point is situated in a more inner circumferential side of a spiral 
constructed by the plurality of images than the image at the second time point, among me 
plurality of images arranged spirally. 

1 2. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 0, wherein in the 
image generation step, the plurality of images are displayed such that the image at the first time 
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point is displayed more faded than the image at the second time point, among the plurality of 
images arranged spirally. 

1 3. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 10, wherein the 
image generation step includes a display step of generating a frame having a predetermined size 
and of displaying the frame at a predetermined position on the image display means, and a 
movement step of moving the plurality of images spirally arranged, with respect to the frame, in 
response to input operation of an operation input 

14. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 13, wherein in the 
image generation step, the plurality of images arranged spirally are moved in a radial direction of 
a spiral constructed by the plurality of images. 

15. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 13, wherein in the 
image generation step, the plurality of image spirally arranged are moved in a substantially 
circumferential direction of a spiral constructed by the plurality of images. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Canceled) 
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18. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 10, wherein the 
image generation step includes a background image generation step of generating a background 
image which radially spreads from a center of a spiral constructed by the plurality of images. 
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